
First Grade Vocabulary List 

1. Long vowel- when a, e, i, o, u says its name (cake) 

2. Short vowel- when a, e, i, o, u says something other than the 

long sound (dog) 

3. Consonant- letters that are not vowels (b, c, d, f) 

4. Sentence- group of words that tell a complete thought 

5. Punctuation- symbols that give meaning to both words and 

sentences (. ! ? , ‘ “ ”) 

6. Period- symbol used to mark the end of a sentence (.) 

7. Question mark- symbol used to show a question (?) 

8. Exclamation mark- symbol used to show excitement/feeling (!) 

9. Comma- separates words in a sentence (,) 

10. Apostrophe- mark used to show missing letters in a contraction (‘) 

11. Quotation marks- marks speakers’ exact words (“ ”) 

12. Fiction- made up story 

13. Nonfiction- writing that is true 

14. Addition- putting numbers together to get more 

15. Subtraction- to take numbers or parts away to get smaller 

16. Equal- same as 

17. Sum- the answer to an addition problem 

18. Difference- the answer to a subtraction problem 

19. Digit- a single number (0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, or 9) 

20. Tally mark- a mark used to record numbers ( IIII ) 

21. Compare- how things are alike 

22. Contrast- how things are different 

23. Temperature- tells how hot or cold something is 

24. Measurement- to find length, width, or height 

25. Genre- different styles of literature 



26. Community- a group of people living in one area 

27. Transportation- a way to get from place to place 

28. Habitat- a place where animals or plants live and grow 

29. Living- able to breathe (plants, animals, people) 

30. Non-living- not able to breathe (rocks, metals, paper) 

31. Life Cycle- the stages of life from birth to death 

32. Timeline- a record of important events over time 

33. Responsible- reliable, trustworthy 

34. Tradition- passing down ideas, customs, or beliefs 

35. Predicament- a difficult or embarrassing situation 

36. Solution- finding answer to a problem 

37. Ideas- story/writing is clear and easy to follow 

38. Word Choice- words that paint a picture (amazing or sparkle) 

39. Voice-“you” coming through the writing/story 

40. Organization- stays focused on one idea 

41. Conventions- spelling, punctuation, and capitalization 

42. Sentence Fluency-how it sounds when read aloud 

 


